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To the - Chriftan Reader. = I" « 

VIE zo a TO RO WITTY 
=== ns #he. Comnendeiah 

& | tbe Bight Honoarabletthtol GAk 
Infives, and\the\mait ROK 
YN. and Learned Priqmale,, MILI& HG 

\ deſires of my Rewucrend. Bret 
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(- Ws V* =P  Saraioms".; *£.mml> WOE; 
3FIY 8 WELLS exinſeit, una ſoy et might baue: 
advantrees in, the Delivery, whicv'. tt: wowld: want: in ther 


RMadeug;;. and the care: movie; be "hind $0: the Rag) 0 thy 
which wes apparent in the defign, when 166 oye. #; 
ſewere'in ity __ of. thoſe arguments ,: which. er: they 
—_— _—_ br dorger in that weaſure of Times, farwdu/d haves 
wry of xmas bee kbwtrve ht: 
been ror fitmeett 1Puc. Bas 8en/0m (15 68 8: 
Fae Obedience in beſo. Ad altbaugh mbes.. 
I: bavi-bere\ ſaid, <viay net:#epube months. of. QMeH Mn 
ſatntd19 keep np 4. factions. er 1 have ſaid enough tothe: 
whe love Order; and. iyrarker th: 
—_ a of. Cleft 39 ae \horwring. and.tetbe.. 
—_ ——— «OS: 
wr. fit'to br afed," but.\Phayer, a Wo 
rag =2 when they ſhall madefily dimentlis, in rhe. 
3 mean 
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ſhould be 
ths confe(] 


m —_ | 'Q ILIE k . n 1 4 | 1 . —_ «= hy 
rats the? foal:082h defire' them to make aſe of theſe 
traits mibich-the: more learned of their party houg by the. 
of. fart beew: forced to <-—"- bonkp Rivet affirms 


tha it defgended ex veteris vi reliquiis, that Prevbyters 
— conjoyned. te-the Biſhops, (who # by 
ed to be the principal) in the impoſition of bands 
for Ordination. VValo Mcſlalinus acknowleders it ts 
be rem antiquiſſimam, « meſt ancient thing that theſe 
two Orders, (viz ) of Biſhops and Presbyters, ſhould be 
diftints, "even in the middle, or in the beginning of the 
next age after Chriſt, - - Dd. Blondell places it to, be'z5. 
years" after the death of -5,:John' ' Now then Epiſtapacy 
& confeſſed to be of about 1600, years continuance 7 and if 
before this they can ſhew any Ordination by mere Presbyters, 
by apy but an CApoſile, or aw CApoſtolical man, and if 
there were ot viſibly 4 diftiniftion of powers aud perſons 
relatively in the Eccleſiaſtical Government : or if they cas 
ghot « rational account why they: who are forced 10 confeſs 
the Hononr and diftindt Order of Epiſcopacy for abont '16. 
ages , © ſhould in the dark interval of 35: years. (in which 
they can pretend to 10 Monument or Recora t0 the contrary) 
Jet make unlearned ſcruples of things they cannot colours 
Trevry- If (1 ſe9) they can reaſeably_excrant fr Mef 
things, I for my part will be ready toxonfeſs that they. are 
zdt guilty of the greateſt, the moſt: unreaſonable and in- 
exr#fable ſchiſm tn the world, ** Butlfe, they: hove no-coo\ 
loa to'palliate the wntearned crime: ' For will not 'all-wiſe' 
miew-in the world conclade, - that the Church of God, which 
wa then Holy not in titleonely and defient, but prafiicatly 
ahd rnaterialy'; -and por ſecuted;\ and not\inmerged tn ſe." 
cihir thryptutians, could not all it oncinſtant. joyn togethiy' 
16Wter vhat- form 'of Charch Government\, which Chriſt 
a8 bib-_apoitter bud. ſo recently\ cftabliſhid, and 'withoud: 
Ky .-t © Vs 4 
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CC Eriitian R el ap —_—_— 
| « Divine wayrant defirey 4 Divine inſtitution, nat enely. 
T #0 the confuſrow of ln but ts the raine of their 
own Souls," It were (range that [0 greet 4 change. fhonlel 
be, ard no 'grod mas oppoſe it. ' Intoto:enbe decrerum! 
eſt : ſo St, Hierom. 41 rhe world conſented-in-the.ad+ 
vancement of the Epiſcopal Order. ' And therefore if. we. 
had ne more 10 ſay for it, yet in prudtnce and piety we 
cannot ſay they would innovate in ſo great a matter, _{ 
"n But 1 ſhall enter no further upon this enquirie -: . onely. 
Iremember that it is not very many Months ſince the Bigg8s: 
of the Popiſh party cryed ont againſt us_vehemently,. and 
inquired, VP here & your Church of England fince you bave 
no Unity ? for your Eccleſiaſtick bead of Unity, your Bis 
ſhops, are gone. And if we ſhould be deſirous to verify their- 
argument, ſo as indeed to deiirey Epiſcopacy, VVe. ſhould, 
tos much advantage Popery , and do the moſt imprudent, 
ond moi impious ibing in the world, But bleſſed be, Gags 1 Q 11) 
who hath reſtored that Government, for which Our late 
King of glorious-memory gave his blood. Anathat (ane 
thinks) Nooald very much weigh with all the Kings. tx# 
hearted Subjefts , who ſhoulda make it Religion nos tg rob : >: ©T 
that glorious Prince of the greateſt honous of ſuch 4 Mat- 
iyrdom. For my part, I thinks fit ts reſt in. theſe words 
of another Martyr St. Cyprian, Si guiscum Epiſcopo Þ 2 
'non fit, in Eeelofa a_ elle +, He that s Pg "Ye > is 
Biſhop, « nct in #he Charch : that «, be jhat goes away 
from him, and willingly ſeparates, departs. from Gods © 
LL Church, and whether he can then be with God, i a very 
material conſideration, and fit to be thought on by all that * 
think beaven a more eligible good thew the intereſts of 4 
faftion, and the importune ature of rule can conntervail, 
 Honever. Ihave inthe following papers ſpoken a few 
things, which 1 hope may be fit to perſwade them that are 
70 
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dot Tnffuitely prejudiced. © . and. aliboogh two. a, three 
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Serexwas 30 prove the dignity awe neceſuty of the Office 
Order Epiſcopud,  otely that it might-be as. an Oecopony 
io towvey mice, and remenibrauces af the prear duty on- 
exinbent upon all them thet ondertxke' this great charge. 
The Dignity aud the Duty take one ym ak, 2p hand, 
end are born tagether : onely every Sheep of the Fleck muſt 
take tare to make. the Biſhops duty ds caſy. as it ca2 by, hun - 
tity and love, by Prayer and by Obedience. It « at the 
beſt vety difſtents, -bus they who eppoſe themſetoes y0.Go- 
vernmnt, make' it harder und wwavnſt table, But take 
breed; if thy Biſhop hath caſe to. complain to God. of thee 
for thy perverſneſs and ancharitable walking \ - thou wilt 
be the. looſer. <And for Us, #Ve can ouch ſuy inthe 
words of the Prophet, V Ve. will. weep d+y aad; night 


Jerem. 9. 1. forthe! flain of the daugheer of, my. people. : Bue Pur 


comfort © in God ': for we can do nathing \ without 
him, ' #87 i him: we can do all things... wA1d there» 
fire Yye will pray, Domine, dabis pacem nobis, omnia 


Eſa. 26.12, @13my opera nolſtra operatus cs in nobis,, God bath 


wroupht «ll Oar works within Us : and therefore be will 
_ gioe O01 Peace, and give Fs his Spirit. - | 195y 

\ 1 Finally,” Brethren, pray for Ls; thar the, word of 
T* the Lord may have tice courſe , iatud be glorifyed, 
6vied 49k is with yoo;3 und that vena be delivered 
Rom whttaſodabe and wicked mew $i for all men have 
ar Path” - ff 0 ht ad SI align hos - Se 
 ÞD 1th: fe acrbg} Bug: 1: 35 ley ape 1, P5635 1: by lege 
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17 od 07 25999 , qultÞir 
Luke 23. 42-3 boy gig ho: 

eAnd the Lord ſaid, who'then #'that 
faithful and wiſe $ teward, who hi Eqrd 
ſhall make Ruler over his houhold, to give 
them ther portion of meat in due.ſeaſon. - 

43." Bleſſed is that Servant whom hs 
Lord when he commeth ſhall find ſo doing. 
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_ 208 ds Heſe words are not properly A que= 
of 24 tion though they ſeem ſo,- and the: 
LF, .. particle: 15518 not. interogative, but. 
| 4 broothetica, and extends: who: to: 
2... ; whoſoever, plainly meaning; that 
whoever is. a:Stevyard over Chrifts houthold, 
of him God requires a great eare-brbauſeohehak! 
truſted him with a great-imployment. * Every 


Steward 75 \ienmw 6 nip; f0 its Sh dfatthrin *.* CaPs 24: 
i zeevikiuns ide; "To itiviri.my text;»Every Stevys. * 


ard vyhom the Lord hath vr ſhalt appdjacaverthe- 


| Family torulcit and to feedir; now: add io; alt 
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B generations 
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ardſhip, were to be furniſhed with the ſame 
power, and toundartake the ſame charge, and to 
__ fameſtrict and (evere:accounts, 
DN eerie here 1 is ſomething infinuated, 
and muchexpre 

1; Tharvhich: isinſinuated onely is, who theſe 
Stzwrardsare,' whom Chriſt had, whom Chriſt 
would; appoint.over his Family the Church: they 
arenotherenamd, but we ſhall find-them our 
by their proper direction, and incigkatieg by 
and by. 9 

2. Butthat okichia expreſſed, is the Office it 
ſelf, - inadouble capacity. 1, In the dignity of 
It, Ibis. a Rule-and a: Government #' {whom the- 
Earl foullmnake Ruler aver his boufpold4;}-& ln'tt 
carcand:duty's) it, which determines the govern - 
meatzo be paternal:and.profitable, it is a Rule, 
bubflich 4 ritho 16s Shephcards have overxheir 
fibckgtoleadabemto eo ; and rokeep) 
inted walks; and witkin: 


them'ivi thrin-thcir.appo1 
' 'theirifolds #2 Afcrat obgirger & [ac Ahetvwwovic, 5 
Eherneran trons: hens: 1 q: 


expe: 05006-f0SD Marthob "oalli' ment is th 
Pdfoni, EEE thems. and wham it: 


is 


- beth: cogethermean o that vekichnþs|GeakbAders 
call: apnatcet: hapttwn, che irdnb- whoſe ei \bnets>'2 
3. Laſtly : Here is the. reward :obthe' tadifal 
and wiſe diſpenſation. . The:Steyyard that does 
ſo, and continues to-do. fe, til:his d2ond Guddiny 
(o doing, this man'ſhallbebleſſd in his tleods 
'l (Bleſſed ss the Servant whom his Lord when: be cums 
meth ſhall find fo daing. 1 Of. theſean ardere. 518 
:; Whoare chicfe  Rulirs of-Chritts: Fartithpc: 
for chough Chriſt knew it, andthereforenceded 
not to ask , yer we have diſputed i it fo much, and 
obeyed ſo little, hat wghave changd ahe-phin 
byporheſis imo an thtatigled quekiod. i: 'The Ana 
\ fer yet is caſie as to:lome part iaf the inquiry, 
The Apoſtles\arethe firſt meaviag of the .ract's 
for they were our Fathers: Chuſt < Theybegaq 
Sons: and. Daughters rs amcpi God's and where: a 


furtherfor tdpiritual Goverauinent,, becanſeigq: 
paternal ruld/allporwremistoubdet) : They far 
| the Fantilybythepower of. the word and rhetlife 
] ofcheiſpirit, and they fed this family.and ratl/die 
by thowhidiot char proper Minifſteny:; 
the Keyes: of this:houfe, the: Herwindoddigfaghne: 
andihey had. the Rulers plate ;r for .chug/4an; _ 
twelve _—_ and judged chebaidlyooberidr 
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is fit; atneeighand neat ccaventine; __ 


ſpiritualypaternity is'&videht, we need ack ng 


Hg 
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Krael.. :.. But of this there is nd queſtion. 
:1:Afidaslictle of another propofirion::/rhatthis 
Stewardſhip was tolaſt for ever; for the powers. 
of 'Miniſtring in this Office, :and:the Office it [elf 
weaeto be perpetual. For the iſſues and powers 
of Government are more neceſlary for the per- 
petuating the Church, then for the firſt planting: 
and if it was neceſlary that the Apoſtles ſhould 
have arod anda ſtaff at firſt, it would be more 
neceffary afterwards when the Family was more 
numerous, and taeir firlt zeal abared, and their 
native fmplicity perverted into arts of hypocriſy 
and ftormes:ot.godlineſs, when. Ferefies ſhould 
ariſe, ari1 the love of many ſhould wax cld, The 
Apoſtles had alſo:a power of Ordination; and 
thatthevery power it ſelf does denote, forit makes 

tuity, that could notexpire in the dayes- of 

the Apoſtles, for by it, rhey themſelves propa- 
uu aſucceſſion. And Chriſt havingpromil'd 
. his ſpirittoabide with his Church tor ever, and 
made his Apoſtlesthechannels, the Miniſters and 
conveyances of it, that it might deſcend as: the 
inheritance and eternal portion of the Family; :it 
cannot be imagined«hat when the firſt Miniſters 
were'gone, therefhould not others riſenpiin the 
ſameplaces, ſome like to: the firſt, in the ſame 
Officeand Miniſtery of the ſpirit. But thething 


is plain and evident in the matter of fa& allo, 
Quad in Beclefia nunc geritar, hoc olum fecerunt Apo» 
Foli, faid St» Cyprian ; What the Apoſtles did. at 
firſt, chatthe Church does to this ay, and ſhall 
do ſo for ever. For when St: Paxl hadgiven to the 
BY: of Epheſus rules of Government in this Family,., Tim, 6:14 
he commands, that they ſhould be obJerrved til 
the comming of our Lord leſus Chriſt : and therefore 
thele authorities and charges are given to him and 
to his Succeſſors ; it is the obſervation of St: 4m. 
broſe upon the warranty of that text, 2nd is. ob. 
vious and'undeniable. | 
'Well cthen- The Apoſtles were the firſt Stewy- 
ards, and this Office dies not with them, bur 
muſt for ever be ſucceededin, and now begins 
the enquiry, whe are the Succeſſors of the Apo. 
ſtles : for they ate, they muſt evidently be the 
Stewards to feed and:to rule this Family. There 
arc ſome that ſay, that all who have any portion 
of work in the Family, all the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel aretheſe Stewards, and fo all will be Ru. 
Jers. The Presbyters ſurely , for ſay they, Presby- 
ter and'Biſhop is the ſame thing, and have the 
ſame name in Scripture, and therefore the Office 
cannot be diſtinguiſhed: To this I ſhall very 
briefly ſay rvvo things, which will quickly clear 
our way through this buſh of thornes. 
S221 B3z I That 
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x11 JL. Thattheword Prechyteris but an hqnour- | 
2.” ableappellative uledamongſtche Jews, as Alder». 
manamaengſtus; bat it ſignifies no, order at all, 
nior was ever uled in Scripture to fignify any di- 
ſtin& company or order of Clergy, And this 
| +: +, . appearsnatonely by aa InduRtion in all the enu- 
| merations of the Offices Miniſterial in the New 
| *Ro: 12.6. Teſtament ; *where co be a Presbyter is never 
 Ephe. 4. 11- reckoned either as a diſtin Office, or a diſtin 
| $Cor-12,285 der, but incleoly pos roall the 
Superior Clergy, and all the Priaces of the people. 
"The _ ching I intended —_— this. 
that although all the ſuperior Clergy had npt one- 
ly one, but divers common appellatives, all be- 
= ing called zg:opiſge, and dino, eyen the Apolto. 
| #ARs7, 25, late itſelf being called a Deaconſhipx,; yet it 1s 
evident that before the common appellations 
were fixtinto names of proptiety, they wyere as E- 
vidently diſtinguiſhed in their officesand powers, 
as they are at this day, in thejr Names and Titles, 
_ - Tothispurpole $5 Pal gays to Titus the: By: 
of- Crete Rs commiſſios; ,. command and 
power to make 'Ordioations : and in him, and in 
theperſonof Taanxby: be did ere a Court of Juy 
| Gicaruee &ven over Drciot the Clergy, who ye 
| xTim.5.19, Were called Prevbyters 7 goinſt-a Breebyter receive 
ot alt accufarion daut beforeitipo;af thee wioneſſer 
wat a, 34 co cnere 


there is tne meaſure and the warranty of the 44. 
dientia Epiſcqpais, the Bis. Audicnce Court : and 
when the accuſed were found guilty he gives in 
charge to proceed to cenfures: : iſ znolifes, & & 
Ae? Emi 0prlzelv 3 Youmnuſt rebuke them ſharply a and you >To | 
muſt ſilence them, ſtbp their mdnths,; that's; $% Pauls | 

word ; that they may no more ſeatter their ve« 

nom.in the ears and hearts of the people, Theſe 

Biſhops werecommanded, to ſet #- order things 

that were wanting in the Churches; 'the ſame with 

that power of St- Paul; [other things will 3 ſet in 

order When 1 come, ] ſaid he to the. Corinthian 
Churches; inwhich there weremianywho vere 

called; Presbyters : who' neverthelcſs for all ithat 

Name, : had not that power. To: the ſame pur- | 
poſe iris plajn-in Scripture, that ſame world harhe <P: 3 V-22 * 
been Apoites that were not; ſuch werethoſe whom 

the ſpirit of God: notes/in the Revelation.: and 

ſome did love preeminence that had it not : ſor.ſo 

did Niotrepbes 3 and forme were Judges ofqueſti- 

ons, andall werenot, for therefore Toy appealed 

tothe Apoſtles atJeruſalem : and St- Philip _— 

he wasan Evangeliſt, yet he could norgive confir» 

mation tothe Samaritans whom hthad baptiz'd, 

bixt the Apaltles were ſent for : for that'was part | 
of the power teſery'd to the Epiſcopalor Apoltas , 
Jical order; LE 08 hootioNcn amo Þ. a r9be : 


(8 
Now from theſe premiſes the concluſion is 
lain andealy. 1. Chrift left a Government in 
is Church, and founded it inthe perſons of the 
Apoſtles. 2. The Apoſtles received this power 
for the perpetual uſe and benefit, for the comfort 
and edification of the Church for ever. 3. The 
Apoſtles had this Government, but all that were | 
taken into the Miniſtery, and all that vere called 
Presbyters had it not. ſftherefore this Governz 
ment in which there is ſo much dilparity io the 
yery nature and exerciſe and firſt original of ir, 
muſt abide for eyer; then ſo muſt thar diſparity : 
If the Apoſtolate in the firſt ſtabiliment was this 
eminency of power , then it muſt be ſo, thatis, | 
it muſt be the ſame in the ſucceſſion thatit was in 
the foundation. ' For after the Church is founded 
upon its Governours, weare to expect nochange 
of government. If Chrift was the Author of it, 
then as Cheiſt left ir, 1o. it maſt abide for ever ; 
for ever there muſt be the Governing and the Go» 
yerned, the Superior' and the Subordinate, the 
Ordainer and the Ordained', the confirmer and 
the confirnied; 23 2549 1530302 BIT <:. 
: "Thos tarthe way is ſtraight, 'and the path is 
plain. ' The: Apoſtles were the Stewards and the 
ordinary Rulers of Chriſts Family by virtue ofche 
order and office Apoſtolical; and although _ 
. VICK | mu 
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muſt be ſucceeded to for ever; = 10 tnati for his? 


now, Or at any time being called a Presbyter-or 
Eldet can pretend to it::-for befides his being a 
Presbyter, he muſt be an Apoſtle too, clie; though 
he be called in partes ſollicitadinis, 'and may do- 
the offices of aſliſtance and underſtewardfhip, 
yet the «igx, the Governmentand Rule of the Bac 
mily belongs not co him. '; 14: + 0.4 ory hi 

But then Tis ec a} o94gey, Who: gre theſe 
Stewards and Rulers over the honſhold now2 
To this the anſwer is alto certain andeaſy. Chrift 
hath made the ſame Governours to'day as hereto» 
fore; Apoſtles. ſtil, For though the twelve: A- 
poſtles aredead, Yet he Apoſtolical orderis not: 
It 1ST%fs ferrin), a generative order; and begers:more 
Apoſtles : now who theſe mmores —_— 
the ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles: i1 that office Apo- 
ſtolical and ſupreme'tegimert of Souls, weuare fab- 
ficiently taughc in Holy Scriptures; which wheh 
I haveclearly ſhewn to you, 1 ſhall:paſs ow to 


4 


ome more practical :coniiderations.::'.! © 5 - 


1 Therefore, certain and known ivisy that 
Chrift appointed two ſorts of Ecclefiaſtich Þer- 
ſons; the XIl. Apoſtles, and the LXXIIL. Diſci- 
ples :| to theſe be gave a limited. commiſton, ($6 


from 


thoſe a fulneſs of powen 1'ta:theſe a:tehn RL at ob 
imployment, to thoſe aperpetual and oy K 2 wy 
. \ C 


from theſe-rveo facieties- founded by Chrift," the 
whale Church: of God derives therwo ſuperiour 
orders: in the ſacred Hierarchy -cand as Biſhops 
dbnorclaim aDiviie righrbut by moctſſon from 
the Apoſiles:: ſo the Pregbyrers\cannor'prerend 
to have beeninſticuted by Chrift, butby claiming 
aſtcacfhon. 10 the XX: 2nd then canſidert the 
difference, compare the Tables; and allrhe world 
will ſe-the advantages of argument we have:: for 
fEivcothe LXXU. bad nothing but amifſhon-on.a 
ftmpdrary. cirand, - and morethen that 'we hear 
nothing otthewro in Scripture , but upori the Apo- 
files Qhrift powred all the Eccleſiaſtical power , 
and made them the ordinary Miniſters of thar 
Spiritwhiclh:was to abide wich the Church for 
ever. 'the Divine inftirytion of Biſhops; that is, 
of; Succeffors to the Apoſtles, is much more'clear 
theo :thar Chriſt appointed Presbyters; or Succel(- 
fois ef! ther LAXH : and yet if from hence they 
dornot derive it, they can never prove their order 
to be of Divine inſticutiomat all; myckletsto: be 
faalone; mCi 3: 3 'E (1153755 7 '? 


my *% 
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.:>BubWemiyRe &.everyrhingirſelf ::the very 
natter of fact, . | St Zames the By- of :Terufulgmi,. 1 
Bal. 5; 19, 27S Pant called an Apotito x: OdlzrddpoPles fav 

Ms Ie 19. Taone,r faror Jamiesbe Loyd Brother. 'Forthere 
were foe whom the Scriptures call 2þe ane 


of onr Lord; chats; ctr which OHH 
his word immediately, "of by his Sp itt exrtavr 
dinarily : and eyen into chis number and title, 
Matthias, and St- Paul, and' Barnabas wrere ac- 
counted. * Burthe Church'alfo tnideApollley; *2Cor.s.23 
and theſe were caltedby S* Paul #tFokol Lunt, PRIVP 3-25, 
1 Apoſtlevof the Churches, and particularly Epaphro- 

ditu woas the Apoſtle of rhe Philippians : propetly fb 

(faith Primaſiur,) and whiartisttis Uſebnr op 

faith Theodoret ; for T$5 00y KASHES LT 1EKITES Cidac oy 
arod\z5, thoſe who are now called B*-werethen 
called Apoſtles, ſaith the Cime Father * theeng 
and full meaning of which argumecat is 4 BAN 
—— upon that famous prophecy of the | 
Church, [In ſtead of. thy Fathers thou ſhalt hae 
children whom om mayeſt make Privices Re a .-- 


[thatis,] notonely thervyelve Apoltſes 'onr Fa- 
chers in Chriſt, who firft begar'us, were to. rgle 
Chrifts Family, bu: when they vyere gone, thei 
"1 : &, © Sa om Cov 29582 Silt to 
Children & Succeſſors ſhould ariſc intheir Read, 


Er nati natoruMi, & qui naſcentur, ab ills, their <4- 
1 re&Succeſlorsto all generations ſhall be principes.. c.1 3 ; «: 
| popali , that'is,, Rulers aad Goyernours TE Foes 4/62 wa 

whole Cathslick' Church. ' De pr e enim Becle m—_ 
fie crevit eidem paternitag, id elt,” Epiſcopi quoriles n v-chane, 
[rand ah apjellat, £3: confeiruie ith [e "g 
Parrium; Tatch S* 2iſtin,” the Children of the 
4 C2: Church 


- 
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on Scripture, 1 wil 
: ofa 


Ie \þ 


Who Fathers af the fibkil, W-4 


yo fs BY... and. aces then in. the 
_—_ Fathers, the firſt Apoſtles. . . 
. Alter theſe pn and ——— eftimonics of 
not be amiſs to ſay,chat this great 
r.relying not onely. upon.the words of jnſti- 
tution, buc on matter of fact, paſ 'd forth into a 
demonſtration and greateſt notorcity by .the Do- 
and; :PraQtiſe. of. the whole Catholick 
hurch. * For {o- St Ireneus who was one of the 
moſt Anciznt Fathers of the Church, and might 
eaſily make good his affimative : PP can (lays 
The reckon the men : who by the Apoſtles were c—_ 


Aro me made Bo of Smyrna, St (lement By: of 
++ £3 by St» Peter, and divers others by the Apoſtles, 
"ſaith Tertulian , laying alſo that the Afian Bps- 
pers conſectated by St. John; and to be ſhort, that 

ate the Succeſſours of the Apoſtles jn. the 
Stevvardſhip and Rule of the C burch, is exprelly 


| _ file 44, uf by St- Cy 2yprian, and St- Hieron, S* Ambroſe, 


' Epiſt.r.Sim- Gregory, and 'St- Jobn Dama(cen, by (larus ai {uſe 
promanum, cala, and St Sixtas, by dnacletus, and S** 1/ dere; 


and S*- , Auſtin, by Euthymius, and Paciancs, i by Se. 


by ce Roman Councel under St- Syoifter, ang 
t 


Cd) 


the Councel of ihige; on a EO: 
poſtles hands in all the 


Churches Apoſtolical was as certainly known as. 


"cefſton of BP*-from t 


in our Chronicles we find the. ſucceſſton. of our 
Engliſh Kings,. and one can no more be denyed 
then the other..;The concluſion from theſe premi- 
les I give you in the words .of St (prin, 


Cogitent Diaconi quod Apoſtolos, id eſt, Epiſcopos Do- E 
minus ipſe elegerit, Letthe Miniſters know that, 3 


Apoſtles, that is, the Bys were choſen by our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf, and this was ſo evident, 
and ſo believed, that St- 4uſtin affirms it with a 
nemo ignorat, No man is ſo ignorant, but he knows 


Churches. | 

Indeed the Gnoſtics ſpake evil of this order ; 
for they are nored by three Apoſtles, St» Paul, St: 
Peter, and $*- Tude, to be deſpiſers of Government, 
and to ſpeak evil of dignities ; and what Governe 
ment it was they did ſo deſpiſe, we may under- 
ſtand by the words of St- Tude : they were i ani» 
Aoyie Kopt, in the contradiction or gainſaying of Co» 
rah, who with his company roſe up againſt fas 
ron-the bigh Prieſt : and excepting theſe who 
werethe vileſt of Men, no man within the firſt 
300 years after Chriſt, oppoſ'd Epiſcopacy. Bur 
when (onftantine —. the Church into his 
” " Os arms, 


= 655 
Rogat, 


. : ; uzlt, V, & 
this, that our bleſſed Saviour appointed Bes- over N.T.q. 197. 


14. 
arrmes, he found it univerſally. governed by Bee 
and therefore no viſe or good man profefiing te 
be a Chriſtian, that is, to believe the holy Catia! 
lick Church, can be content to quitthe Apoſtoli. 
cal Government, (that by which the whole Fa- 
mily of God vas fed, andtaught and rul'd,) and 
_ to himſelf nevy Farhers/aad new Apoſtles , 
who by wanting Succeſſion fromthe Apottits of 
our Lord, have no Ecdefſiaſtical and Derivative 
communion with the fountains of 6ur Saviour. . 
If ever Vincentius Lirinenſis's rule could be uſd in 
 anyqueſtion, iris in this: quod ſemper, quod ubique, 
quod ab omnibus, That Biſhops are che Suceefſors 
' "of the Apoſtles in this Stewardſhip; and that 
they did always rule the Family, was taughtand | 
acknowledged alvways,and every where,and by all 
men that were ofthe Church of God: :andif thefe 
evidences be not fufficient to convince modeſt and 
lober perſons in this qeftion, We ſhall find our 
faith co fail in many other arrides, of -vehich we 
yetare yery confident, For the obfervation of 
the Lords day, the Confecration of the Holy Eu- 
chariſt by Prieſts, the Baptizing Infants , the | 
co ximynicating of "Women, and the very 
Catioh of the Sctſptiire it ſelf rely bur upon the 
ſame probation : and therefore the denying: of 
Articles this proved; is away (denafay).ro - 
oo £2 | bring 


bring in all SeAs and Hereſies, (that's but little, ). - 
bur a plain path and inlet to Atheiſm and Irrelis., 
gion : for by this means, irwvill not onely be im-. _ 
poſſibleto aorde concerning the meaning of Scriz , 
ture, but the Scripture it ſelf, and ail the Records 
of Religion will become uſeleſs, and ofno cthcacy . 
or perſuaſion. '; © PR 
{ am entered into a Sea of matter, but I will 
break it off abruptly, and ſum up this enquitie 
with the words of the. Councel' of Chalcedon, 
which is one of the four Generals, by our Laws . 
made the meaſures of judging Hereſies. Eniszowov 
Us TgwpvTigs SagJudy Wwadigtiy, itgoouNe igirs It 15 Dd 
crtledge'to bring back a Biſhop to the (degree and order; 
of -a Presbytey, It is indeed arifling the order, and 
intangling the gifts, and confounding the merhod 
of the- Holy-Gheſt :: it is a:diſhonouring, them . 
whont God would horiour, - and a robbing them; 
of thoſe ſpiritual eminencies with which the ſpirit 
of God does anoint.the conſecrated heads of Bi- 
ſhops: - And I ſhall ay one thing more, which 
indeed is a'preat-truth, - that che dimunution of 
Epiſcopacy was firſt introduced by Popery, and 
the Popes of Rome by communicating to Abbots, 
and" other mere Prieſts ſpecial: graces to cxercile 
ſome eſfential' Offices of Epiſcopacie, hath made 
this ſacred order tobe cheap, and apt to be ine 


— 


But then adde this, If Simon Magus was in ſo dam- 
nable a conditiaa for offering to-buy. the guifts and 


powers of rhe Apoſtolical order, what ſhall we 
think of them thar ſnatch themaway,and pretendto 


wear them whether the Apoſtles & their Succeſſors 
will or no? This is 4vo«9w Th #yior mwue, to bely 
theHoly-Ghoſt; that is theleaſt of it : itis rapine and 
facriledge, beſides the hereſic and the ſchiſm, and 
the ſpiritual lie. For the government Epiſcopal, 
as it vyas exemplified ia the Synagogue, and pras 
Aiſed by the ſame meaſures in 4 Temple, ſo it 
was tranſcribed by the eternal fon of God, who 
cranſlated it into a Goſpel Ordinance : it was ſan- 
Aifyed by the Holy Spirir, whe. named ſome of 
the perſons, and gave to them all power and graces 
from above. It was ſubjeed in the Apoſtles firſt, 
and by them tranſmicted to: a diſtin Order of Ec- 
cleſiaſticks : ir was received intoall Churches, cone: 
ſigned in the Records of the Holy Scriptures, 
preached by theuniverſaloice of all the Chriſtian 
World, delivered: by notorious and tninterrupted 
practiſe, and deriv'd to further and unqueſtionable 
iflue by perperual ſucceſſion. 

: Fhave done witkthe hardeſt part of the Text, 
by finding our the perſons intruſted, -che Stewgrds 
of (hrifts Family : which though Chriſt onely in» 
timared in this place, yethe plainly cnough aw 

Wt: eſte 


- cauſethe faithful were uſed to it in the days of Moſes 


4 
 «cowi.-, 


ſeſtedin others : The Apoſtles and their Succeſ® 
ſors the Biſhops, are the men- intruſted with this -' 
greatcharge : God grant they may all diſcharge it well. 
And fo I paſs from the Officers, to a conſideration 
of the Office it ſelf, in the next words : YYhom the 
Lord fhall make Ruler o-ver bis Flonſhold, to give them 


their meat in due ſeaſon. 


2. The Office it ſelf is the Stewardſhip, that is, 
Epiſcopacy, the Office of the Biſhop. The name 
Hgnifies an Office of the” Ruler indefinitely, but 
the word was choſen, and by the Churchappropri- 

-ared to thoſe whom it novy ſignifies, both becauſe 
the word it ſelt is a monition of duty, and alfo be- 


and the Prophets. The word is in the prophecy 
of the Church, [1 will give to thee Princes in peace, Iſai, 60. 17 
Mal imokdaS5 TH AKetolry and Buſhops iN rizhteouſ- 
neſs,Jupon which place S*+ Hierom lays,Principes Bee ,, , ,,., 
elefia vocat futures Epiſcopos : [The ſpirit of God calls ancitat 5. ct 
them who were,to be Chriſtian BY, principes, of chief "EO 
Rules, and this was no nevy thing : For the chief 
of the Priefts who were ſet over thereſt, are cal ed 
Biſhops by all the Hellenilt Jews. Thus -oel is cal- 
led trioung- tn dvi3s the Biſhop oTer the Pr efts, and 
theſon of Bani A TiSKoTO» Aivttar, the Biſhop and 
Oifitor orver the Lerpites, and we find at the purging 
ot! Sed ag i 2 


Neh. I1. 10 


| 


i 


| 


that Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons are in the 
1; 4 Church 


the Lamps, and the daily Sacrifice, and the h 
union. ER 
' Now this word the Church retain'd, chooſing 
the ſame Name to her ſuperiour Miniſters, becaute 
of the likeneſs of the Ecclefiaſtical- Government be- 
tween the O!d and New-Teſtameat. bre's 
For Chriſt made no change but wvhat wag necel. 
ſary. Baptiſm was a rite among the Jews, and the 
Lords-Supper was but the pr of the 'Hez 
brews chang'd into a myſtery, from a type toa 
more real exhibition; and the Lords-Prayer was. a 
colle&ion of the moſt eminent devotions of the 
Prophets and Holy men before Chriſt, who prayed 
by the ſame ſpirit : and the cenſures Ecclefiaſtical 
were but an imitation of the proceedings of the 
Judaical tribunals; and the whole Religion was but 
the Lav of Moſes drawn out of it's vail into. cla- 
rity and manifeſtation : and to conclude, in order 
tothe prelenr affair, the Government which.Chtxi 


. 
- 


oly 


left was the ſame as he found it : for what Aaron 


and his Sons, and the Levites wete in the Temple, 


XUN 


Chuech- : it is affirmed by S* Fiicron: more then Beit 2: ad 
once; andthe uſe he niakes of it is this, Eſto ſubje- rrinc. ad 
Fus pontifici tuo, &+ quaſi anime parentem ſnſcipe : Evagrium, 
Obey your Biſhop, and receive him as the nurſing 
Father of your Soul. But above all, this appella- 
tionis made honourable by being taken by our 
Bleſſed Lord himſelf, For he is calked in Scripture, 
the great Shepheard and Biſhop of our Souls. 

But our inquirie is not after the Name, but the 
Office, and the dignity and duty of ic : Ecclefie 
gubernande ſublimis ac dirvina poteſias (lo St» Cyprian 
callsit) a High and a Divine power from God of 
Governing the (hurch : remmagnam & precioſam in 
caſþefig Damini- (fo St: Cyrit)' a great and a preti« 
OUS thing in the ſight of Cod : +&v iv dbedworg wiſeiav. 
Geov,, by 1fcdor Peluftot, the utmoſt limit of what is de: 
ſireableamong /} men. . But the account upon-whichit 
is ſo:d(fireable, is the ſame alſo that makes ir; for- 
midable. They who have tryed it, and did'iz.con- 
(cientiouſly, ihave found the burden ſo great,2asto! 
rake them ſloop with ate ant tabour, Andithey 
who da ic ignorantly or careleſly, will find ic will 
break their bones. |  Forthe Biſhops Office is: all 
that duty which.canbe ſignified bynhofe excelicnc; 
yeardsof Sf Cyprian, Heis a Biſhop or Overjerr of 
the BrotherBood; the Ruler of tbe peoples. the Shephard . 
of: the Flocky/thei Govarnanriof the Chirah, thi Miniſter 
2: D 2 of 


Jebr, 13-17 


| > f 
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of Chrift, a nd the Prieſt of God, Thelcare greattitles, 
and yer leſs t hen what is ſaid of them in Scripewe , 


which calls them Sale of che. Earth,+Ligbts upon a 
candleſlick ; Stars and Angels, Fathers of our Faith, 
Embaſſadors of God, Diſpenſors of the Myſteries of God, 
the ApoFtles of the Churches, and the Glory of Chriſt : 
but then they are great burdens too: for the Biſhop 
IS Tis wutvo; Thy Aubv TE Kvgts, intruſted with the 
Lords people; that's a great charge , but there is a 

worſe matter thattollows , wal lv img v6  4ux& 

&uTZy Adyov aTaThIuoopuevos : the Biſhop is he of 
whom God will require an account for all their ſouls : 
they are the words of S** Paid, and tranſeribed into: 
the 40 Canon of the Apoſtles,) and thei2 qit+» Ca» 
non of the Councel of Antiech. 

And novy 1 hope the envy is taken off :, for the 
honour does not pay for the burden; and vve'can; 
no ſooner conſider Epiſcopacy in its dignity, as 'it 
is a Rule, butthe very nature of that Rale does im=- 
ply: fo.ſevere aduty, that as the load of itisalmoſt 
unſufferable, ſo the event of it is very! formidable: 
if vyetake not great care. Forthis. Steyvardſhip- 
Is KvgIoT ys Keri Rizhorics a Principality and: a Manillery« 
Soiri'vvas in Chiiſt : he is Lord-of all;/ aod yet 
he vyas the Servant of all:: fo irvevas id ehit Apoſtlesy 

- It VVAS iNe@ Arauorias Kal Grocers, their: Tor vyas to! 


" be Apoſtles, and: yet.to ſerveand mimſter:z and ip 
\q _—_— | 85 


\ 


"NGRESDY ap: C21), | F. BO I 
is retndrkable chitin 1iGiak the" LAY uſe the word, 1. | 
enienones or Biſhop / butth&e(theyult ir'for the How *702) 
btewy word netboſheth, which' the Greeks uſnally 
render by tgyodufrTns, Gogokdyo5s mhin-raq, and the inrerli- 
neary tranſlation by Exafores Biſhops rc onely Gods 
Micifters and tribat&gatherers; requiring ang over 
ſeeing them thac rhey do'their diiry4* andthertfore 
here the caſe is ſo; and the burdenfo greats and the 
dignity fo allayed,; thar the enviousman-hath no 
rcaſoti to be troubled that his brother hath ſo' grear 
a load; nor theproud man vainly tobe delighted 
with ſo honourable a danger. © Iris irideed a Rule, 
bur it is patergal; iris-a Governmentbur- icmuſt 
be neither @zyeacinty, Nor kioxgongns, it 15 neither 
a power to conſtrain, nor a commiſſion to get x Pet, 5.2: 5Þ 
wealth : for it muſt be without neceſſity, and nor 
for filthy lucre ſake ; bur itis Rule, | 4 '91avorovites, E 
fo S* Luke, as of him that" miniſters ; 35 mirror dhe, Luke 23, 37 
fo SM, 1k : as of him that ms Serrvant of all * G5 F0d\g5 Mark 10-49 
irtbie: fo St-:Tobit; ach 7 principality as he hath 0 

fie Baſſer Bi feed of the weary traveller : orif you John13.23 
plete take it iti the words of our Bleſſed Lord 
hin df, that. CHe that will be chief among you let him 
be 90g. wſfter 3 meaning that if under Chriſts 
Ki gi tn you'tfire rule, 'poſhbly you may have 
it; bu w_ Rale under htm are Servants to them 
thatarerald, andthereforeyou ger nothing by it, 
LL N4% BJ NG D 3 but 
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2 ZeLit, 1 
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butagreatlaberr ;agd a buif 
lity.of nk 


- of Ghurches, 'bux becauſe the Apgglicl” 


ly imployment, a cares 
ful life;, 2nd 2 necellicy of making ſevere OPUS, 
Burall chis is gothing bur the general meaſures, [ 
cannot be'uſeful or underſtood, unle(s I be more 

particular; The particulars we ſhall belt cnume-. 
rate by recounting thoſe great canjugations of wor-. 
thy offices and a&ions by which Chriſtian Biſhops; 
have bleſſed and built up Chriſtendom, for becauſe 
we muſt be follovyers of them, | as they were of 
Chriſt, the recounting what they did worthily,in 

their generations, will not oncly demonſtrate hoyv 

uſeful, how profitable, how neceſſary Epiſcopacy 

is tothe Chriſtian Church, but. it will arcbe. (ame: 
time teach us our duty, by what ſervices yye are tp; 
beacfit the Church, - in what works we are to 
be imployed,; and how to give an account of our. 


- Stewardſhip with joy, - . 


[. The Chrihan Church was {punded by BBs : 


not onely becauſe the Apoſtles, vyha were Bilhops, 
were the — of the Ge I 2nd Plancgrs 


whom the Apaſiles ulgd. in planting and diflemi. 
nating Religian, were by all Antiquity afhrm'd. to! 
have:becn Viocelan Bilhops;-4nfo > 8.5%, 
Epiphanius wizaclſes theye were, a5.ghe Held! 
nations of the faith of Gdpilt, many Chnehes vyao, 
had igthem no oches Clergy, bur Bilbgpand is 


4  _ 


- thebravemen, the 


Deacons, -and the Precbyrers were FICEN it af; 
gs the hdrveſt grew ap rprn ©" Bur the Bi- 
hes 2 know, : rd are Rwrded in the 
po ftp and" their praift inthe Goſpit \ ſuch 
= Timothy and Titus, C mens _ | 
and-Pybnifias, Oneſimus ani Ca plphbradneas: 
St.- Zines $i rr ay 6d poroly aff 
which, it there be any faith i Chriftians that pave 
their lives for a teſtimony to the fait,atd Ay trite 
in their Stofits ; arid unlefs'rvo who Belicye*Thucy« 
dides and Plutarch, Livy and Tacitas, think that all 
Church ſtory is a perpetual Romance, .and chat all 
Mane and the DoEtors of the 
Primitive Church, did conſpire as one tnarito abuſe 
all Chriftendom for ever ; I ſay unleſs all theſe im* 
poſſible ſuppoſicions be admitted, all theſe whom 
I hivenow reckoned were Biſhops fixed in ſeveral 
Churches, and had Dibceſes fof {theit Charges. | 
- The conleq uerit of this conſideration is this. If 
Biſhops wetdthoſs whoſe Miniſtery Chriſt 
ys ief and Builthi Ein Jer'us conſider what 
Steat yyiſdorh''s required of thern'tHat ſeem to be 
Pillirs : The Stevyatds of Chrifts Family muſt be 
wiſe: that Chrift requires, 'and'ifthe order be ne- 
ceffiryto the Church, wifddin Exnjiot burbe neceſ- 
fary to the Order, For it ivaſhameif they who by 
their yore are Fathers age ſhall by thei un- 


nd 


—__— O— EO 


not the ſeets of Religion, the myſteries.of is 
ek :theperfeRions' of the, Evangelical, Lay 

un : and. Aladrancages, in theS I 
Biſhop mult be exercil ya Godlineſe a 
man, of- great experience in the ſecret condy of 
youls rn wich an pay «kill i, \ make. 


in all ſegret Es ge able; tOconvi Geet gain- 
layers and to. ſpeak wildom-; -amongl them, that 
are perfect. 


If the firft Biſhops laid the foundation, heir | 


Succeſſours mult not onely preſerve whatſocyer is 
fundamental, but build up the Church in a moſt 
holy Faich , taking care that no Hereſie ſap the foun- 
dation, and that no 7 or rotenvvood be built 
upon it :. and above Is that a moſt Holy 
lite be ſuperſtrutedppon aboly.and ___ 
Faich. 'So the Apoliles laid, che fai tion, and 
builc che yyalls of zhe.Ghurch,; and chair Sneteflors 
mult raiſe up NE as high, as; Heaven.;.;, - For 
ler us talk and diſpute exernally,- vye ſhall eve 
.compole. the canrroverlics. i in. Religion, ;ande 
bliſh cruch,qpag;ugalcerable ſro debante ae m 
as Men hang Saaeryr of .God decgipttul 

is, rrieag Sand Jigle artifices,,. y - Ae 


ebnſtalids © oO patrialities, 


ckilfuloels be bn Babeathemlelye nes unending | 
m 
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partialities, and they will for eyer do fo, as lon 
as they are proud or covetous. It js not the diff» 
culty of our queſtions, or the fubtilty of our adyer« 
faries that makes diſputes interminable, bur We 
ſhall never cure the itch of diſputing, or eſtabliſh 
Unity, unleſs we apply our ſelves to humility, and 
contempt of riches, If we will be contending, 
let us contend like che Olive and the Vine, who 
ſhall produce beſt, and moſt fruit : not like the 
Aſpine andthe Elm which ſhall make moſt noyſe 
ina wind. All other methods are a beginning ata 
wrong end. And as for the people ; the way to 
make them conformable to the wiſe and holy rules 
of faith and government, is by reducing them..to 
live good lives. Whenthe Children of Iſrael gave 
themſelves to gluttony and drunkenneſs, and filthy 
laſts, they quickly fell into abominable idolatries ; 
and St Paul fays that men make ſhipwrack of their 
faich by putting away a good conſcience : for the 
myſtery of faithis beſt pretery'd ir natag7 curudien, 
inapure ebaſcience, ſaith the ſame Apoſtle: ſecure 
but char, and we ſhail quickly: end our diſputes, 
and have an obedient and conformable people : but 
elſe never. + * > £154 Fu 
- : 2: As Biſhops were the fit Fathers of Qhurches, 
'and ' gave them being 3 ſo they preferve-them 
[in beiog;} ': For wichout Sacraments there-is.'\no 
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1 Tim. 1.19 
2 Tim. 3. 99] 
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Church ;- or it will be Rtary'd and die-: and with- 
ont Biſhops there can be no Priefts, and-conle- 
ently no Sacraments : andthat muſt needs be a 
ſupream order from whence 'ordination it{elt- pros 
ceeds. For it is evident and notorious that 1n Scri- 
pure there is no record of ordination, but an Apo- 
Rolical hand was in it : one of the *d4g iys' ao, 
one of the chief, one of the ſuperiour and Ruling 
Clergy : and itis as certain in the deſcending ages of 
the Church, the Biſhop always had that power, 
it vvas rr rohim, andit was never im- 
puted ro Presbyters : and St Fierom himſelf 
when out of his angeragainſt John By: of leruſalem 
endeayoured to equal” the Presbyrer with the Bi- 
ſhop, though in very many places he ſpake other- 
wile, yet even then alſo, and in that heat, he except» 
ed ordination, acknowledging that to be the Bps. pe- 
- culiar. - And therefore they who 'go '.about 'to 
extinguiſh Epiſcopacy, do as Iuljan did ; they de- 
troy the Presbytery, and ſtarve the Flock, and take 
away their Shepheards, and difpark their paſtures, 
and tempt Gods providence to extraordinaries; and 
put the people to hard ſhifts, and turn the channels 
of Salvation quite another way, and leave-the 
Church toa perpetual uncertainty, 'whetherſhe be 
alive or dead, and the people deſtitute of the life'of 
their Souls, and cheir daily bread, and their ſpiritual 
. comforts, and holy bleſlings. - ma. 


«:;:The conſequent of this is. It Sacraments de.. 
| pend upon Bilhops,: then ler us take care rthat-we 
' convey toche people holy and pure materials, (an, 
tifyed with a holy miniſtery, and miniftred by 
holy perſoas. For eng it becrue, that the ef. 
ficacy of the Sacraments does not depend wholly 
upon the worthineſs of him that miniſters ; yer iris 
as true, thatirt does not wholly rely upon the wor: 
thineſs of the Receiver : bur both together relyin 
upon the goodneſs of God produce all thole blel. 
ſings which are deſigned. The Miniſter hath an 
influence into the effe&t, and does very much toz 
wards it, and if there be a failer there, itis adefect 
-in oneof the concurring cauſes; and therefore an 
unholy Biſhop is a great diminutionto the peoples . PETE: 
bleſſing. St- Hierom.preſles this ſeverely : Impie zephe © 
faciunt &Cc. They do wickedly who affirm that the Fioly | 
Euchariſt us conſecrated by the words | alone] and ſos 
lemn prayer of tht conſecrator, and not [allo] by his life 
aud holineſs ,; and therefore $** Cyprian atfirms , Lib.r, Ep.q, 
that nont- but boly and upright men are to be choſen, who 
offering their Sacrifices worthily to God may be heard in 
| their pragers for the Lords people |: but for others; Sa» 
Crificia:eorum panis Jutus (ſaith the Propher Hoſes): 
their Sacrifices are like the bread of (orrow, who erver. 
eats thereof ſhell be defiled, 1 his diſcourſe is not. pjine 
but $* Cypriant :z..and Hcteghhis wards! are nat: 
2 
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co be underſtood dogmarically,but in the eaſe of due 
_ ty andcaution, yet we may lay our hands upon our 
hearts, and conſider how we ſhall give an account 
of our Steward({hip, if we ſhall offer to the people 
the bread of God with impure hands : itis of it (elf 
apurenouriſhment, bur it it paſſes through anun- 
clean veſlel, it looſes much of it's excellency. 
3+ Thelike alſo is to be ſaid concerning prayer. 
For the Epiſcopal Order is appointed by God to be 
the great Miniſters of Chriſts Prieſthood. that is, 
ro ſtand between Chriſt and the people inthe cn- 
tercourſe of prayer and bleſſing. YVe will give onr 
felroes continually to prayer : ſaid the Apoſtles : that 
was the one half of their imployment : andindeed 
a Biſhop ſhould ſpend very much of his time in 
holy prayer, and in diverting Gods judgments, and 
procuring bleſſings to the people, for in all cimes, 
the chief of the Religion was ever the chief Miniſter 
of bleſſing. Thus Abraham bleſſed Abimelech, and 
Melchiſedek bleſled Abrabam, and Aaron bleſſed the 
=_ ; and without all controverſy (ſaith the Apo- 
e,) theleſ# is bleſſed of the Greater. Butthen we 
know that God heareth not ſinners , and it muſt be the 
| effeflual feryent prayer of a righteous Man that ſhall 
prevail. 
And therefore we may eaſily conſider that a viti- 


ous Prelate is greatcalamity tothat Flock, which: 
ID”. - cole; ol he 
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he is appointed to bleſs” and pray fors Howy ſhall 
he reodhelſe the penitents; yokois:hinafclf arenmiy , 

ty with God ? How ſhall the Holy Spirit, of God, 

deſcend upon the Symbols athis prayer who does, 
perpetually grieve him, and.quench. his holy firess _ . 
and drive him quite away*How. ſhall be chat hath /'-::--- 
not taſted of the ſpirit by contemplation, ſtir an 7 TY 
others to earneſt deſires of Celeſtial things ? Or 
wha: good ſhall-the people receive, when the Be- 
lays upon their head a covergus or acruel,.an un- . 
juſt or an impure hand ? But therefore that I may £1 
uſe the words of St Hierom, Cum ab Epiſcopo gratia Dial. advs 
in populum trans fundatur , & mundi. totius $9 Eccleſia LI 
| foting condimentum fit Epiſcopus &pc,: ſince itis intend= 
ed that from the BP- grace ſhould be difful'd a- 
monoſt all the people, there is notin the world a 
greater.indecency then aholy office miniſtred by an, 

unholy perſon, and no greater injury to the people, 

then that of the blefſipgs which God ſends to them 

by the Minifterics Evangelical they ſhould be cheat- 

ed and defrauded by a wicked Stewward: And 

therefore it was anexellent prayer which to thus 

very purpoſe was by the ſon of Sirach madein be- 

half of the High-Prieſts-'the ſons of Aaron [God pce1, 4526; 
give you wifdom in your heart tojudge his people in right= © 
eonſneſs, that their good things be not aboliſhed, and 


that their glory may endure for ever.) — _ 
a 4 46 | i 4 Al 
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i byeto feed fy landbs)) 5s nf 
"Aid Peters re arbertfhis alſo,tharnothingcan 
—————— — 
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' 4 Alt tht offices Beeldhaſtizal always were, znd 
olightts be conducted by the: Epiſcopal order; asis 
evident in'theuaiverſal daattine and prattile of the 
primitive Church, 01. Tgeofdſegot nat Audrovor vey yes 
wo imochrs wills imiTeeimare, Tris the got Canon 
ofthe Apoltes, Let thePresbyters and Deacons do no- 
thing without leave of the Biſhop. Bur that caſe is 
known. "27s 

© The conſequent of this conſideration is no other 
then the admonition in my'text... Ye a eStewards 


of the manifold Grace of God, and diſpenſers of the 
. : myſteries of the Kingdom ,. and ir i required of 


Stewards that theybe fowd faithful , that we preach 
the word of God in ſeaſon” and out of feaſon, that we re- 
buke and exbort, admoniſh and corre; tor thele, God 
calls Paftores [ecuttdrem cor men, - Paſtors according 
to bis own heart," Which feed the: pedple with knowledge 
and ander ſtanding , bur they. miuſt alſo comfort the afs 
flifted and bind up the brokett htart'; miniſter the Sa- 
crargents with breat #ligencdy ad righreous.mea« 
fyres, and abihdant charity ;-alvayes having in 
mind thoſe paſſtonare words of Chriſtjro St- Peter; 


If thou loyeſt mie} feed tny fheep ; Ifrhou haſt any 


-* 
F 
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ought, bur our 


& 
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which God requires. "There: i 1s: kat in theſe 
words of -St- Chryſoſtom, [it #: niceſſary. that. the 
Charch ſhould «bers tourhrir Biſhops bydy.yo the 
Fad, as plants t1 their'r0ts, adrirwers totheir ſPrivgs, 

as children to- rheiv Fathers, a5: Diſciples to their: Mas 
ſters.} | Theleſimilirudes exprals agtranclyshe/ yes 
lation and dependency, bur. theyel Setlictceſon 
of the duty. -* The head gives tight and reaſon-20 
condu&the body; the nd give nburiſhment:t0 
the plants, *and che ſprings, perpetual amanation'of 
waters torhe channels. Fathers teach and feds ligis 
children , and-Diſciples . receive. wile inſtruction 
from their Maſters: and:if> we be:allthis to the 
people;they will beall tharro, and wiſdog will 
compel them to ſubmit; and our humilicy will 
teach them obedience, and our charity will-invite 


- their compliance Our good example will, proyoke 
'them to g60d wotks, andour mecknefs will melt 
_ into ſoftneſs and flexibilicy. Forall the Lords 


peo E are pypulny ewoluntarins, A. free and willing 
xr io webwhorannotc their bodies, 
"Tirift thus" conflrain their, forts, 7 by-inviting their 
 wills-by-convincing their vnderſtanding s, by the 


beanty! 'bf fair example: the efficacy: and holineſs 


Fd the'demonfiritions of the ſpirit. 


This is-experimentum ejus qui in nobic loquitar Hebt: 136 


: Chriſtos. - iT 


nent of Chriſttharſpeaketh 


| Zech-11. 7. 
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in us, Forto this purpoſe thoſe are excellent words 
which: S* Peat ſpake.! [Remember them: who harpe 


the Yule: over you,” Whoſe faith: follom, confidering the 
end of their conrgerſation.] Te the YG. ONe 
fraction: : and thoſe Prelates'who teach good life, 
whoſe Sermons arethe meaſures of Chriſt, and 
whoſe'life is a coppy of their Sermons; theſe muſt 
be followed; and furely theſe will : for thele are 
burning and ſhining lights : but if we hold forth 
falfe fires, . and by the;amuſement of evil cxawples 
call the veſſels thar ſail upon a JangetousSca to come 
upon a rock, or an iron ſhore inttead of a ſafe har- 
bour, we cauſe them to make-ſhipwrack. of their 
precious faith, and toperiſh in the decejptful and 
unſtable waters. Vox operam fortius ſonat quam 
verborum. A good life is the ſtrongeſt argument 
that your faich-is good; anda gentle voice. will be 
ſooner enterraind then avoiceot thunder : but the 
greateſt eloquence in the-workd,!is; a meck Spirit, 
and a liberal hand:: theſe are'the two paſtoral faves 
the'Propher ſpeaks of augnane b& byvelims,. beauty. ar 

Facets herhad hathcheftalf of eeberuy of hot: 
neſs, \theornanien of fairexatple, bc hath alſo 
theſtaff of:bands, hr ps ey ma Adam trahgs 9s, 
in vinculis chirdegth p7 a9 the iRraphet Hojew's, £X- 


che cords of a-mad, bythe bandsof! z holy chai: 
! Ni . 
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Burif ANY all theſedemonſtrations any man will 
be reſraQary; Wehavein ftcad-of altef, -an'Apo: 
ftolica] rod); whith'is thelaRtand lateſF remedy; 
and either brings to repentance, or confignes tOritin 


and reprobation.' - ' - —* 


It cherg'wete' anytime remaining; 'T- could 
reckon charthe Epilcopdl ordetr'is the; principle of 
Voity in the: Church; and we ſee itis fo, by the 


=_ umneribte Sedts that ſprang up when Epilcopacy 
vvas perſecuted: - | Jcoulbadde. how that Biſhops 


| were the cauſe that St- John wrote his Goſpel; 'that 


the Chriſtian Faith was for 3oo years ropether 
bravely defended by theTufferings,] the!priſ6Hs and 
theflames, the life and the death of Biſhops;/xs the 
principal Combarants, '- Thatthe Fathers of the 
Church whoſe writings ate held in ſo great venera- 
tion. in all the: Chriſtian World, were:a/mioſt alt'of 
them: Biſhops. - 1 could adde, that the Refofmit, 


_ tionof-Religion in England was principally by the 


en rr the chſputin $, \thewwitdngs arid the 
Maroyedom of.Bil bar Biſhops haves Ever 
fince beenche great eſenſarives againſt Popery: 


| That England and brelafid \wete Goverried by Bi- 


thopsever-fines they -wire Chet as, Zavd anider 
their condudi{nyeforic many 4564 Uifoyed AIP 
bleſfingsof che Gotpel:/'! I obuld addeallo, thim E- 
lhupacytoris gerfuldiades hy HAC 


of this vye-are A a ſad-and too dear 
bought experience.: . | could therefore: in;fcad of 
it,; lay, \that;Epilcopacy-ig-thegreat ornament of 
Religion, the Gentry being little -bextet then Ser- 
vants, while they liveunder the Pregbytety. That 
aF-is reſcues the Clergy fram contampe; -{o:t; js the 
greatsſ} preſervative of, the peoples liberty from'Ec» 
cleliaftick Tyranny on ane hand, and Anarchy and 
licenzjouſnels an the ocher.) - . That it cndears ohe- 
dicnce;; ---And-is bjeQite the Laws of Princes. 
And is'wholly ordained tar the good of mankind, 
and the. benefit of. Souls; -, But I; cannot iy to 
number allthe; bleGings: qvhich have eorered into 
the veorld arthisdover: 1onely-semark thee becaule 


©” they delcrive naco us the Biſhops imployment, 


which js,-to. be.buily in the lervieo of Souls, todo 
£909 in all capecicich, to lerveeyary mans need,” to 
promate all pybb ck benefits, ro cement Governe 
ments.to eſtabliſh peace, ro propagate che King 
dorg.of Chriſty 36. do bars; tago.man;.tedaigond 
to eygry man;"that is; ſo to miniſter,” thatReligion 
and Charity;  publick- peace, and private bleſhngs 
may bein their cxalration,.. ', 4 +2 
; As long 2s it 'was chus done bythe Priminixe 
Biſhops, ibn; Pringcy and: the Reople' gave them alt 
bangur. - Ialowurh that by adeexce of Confluntine 
the gre, the BY- bad powet given him to. _ 
'o _— 7 


the ſentences mide by the Pri Rebate 6f Prof, 
and wefiad in zhc:a&5 of St Nicholas; thik he x 
{cded fome:indocem perſons frem death whth 
gxecutioner was teady to-firiko the Fital ito: 
which thing eveil vvtien it fell into itfconvettiedte; 
was indeed forbiddent by frcadinit-2ttd imbrlas ; 
bur. the confidetice atid betibitr. as oh hang'd, 
ir was notraker away: for the condemned crjmindl 
had leayeto appeal rethe Anditntid Ppiſe opalit, to 
the Be* Court, - This wA5n6t atly right whiith the 
Biſhops could challenge, "brit + reward of their pie. 
ty ; and fo long as the lot Office was: -holily ad. 
miniſtred, che World found fo much cotrifott/ and 
ſecurity; 1o mwateh jultic&xtid mercy; (0 rtia rertis 
poral and ſpiritudl bleſſings conſequitit tr tint. 
ſieries of chac ordee, tht as the Calatiaris to SE Pay, 
imen have placked 6 our their sys co-dothefn ſetvice, 
and ro do thern hore, « ' For thett Epifco) J did 
that | God'imended =_ rvvaga ſhiti- 


not : hon they gave them a alt, jk ot 
would Jdifpead irwifely ; 


Thenth e thr? is 
tobe ceygn deftnee Nh wo kf 6 


tho-opprofſdd; for te podſhni of evi Woes": 


Sb! a and 


4 be j be js gd d, by them becauſe their: audiences or 
| d- ivxaten 1s. forefdoceny; © they.appeal'd all 
POE — and caught gentle principles, and 
gave merci iful meaſi ures ..and in their Courts vere 
All cquity and piety, and Chriſtian determinations. 
ut akteryvards, vwehea they did {all vs Auxrung 
PEO lecalar methods,. and made their: Counlels 
vain by pride, and durryed their ſentences with 
mope then they becamebike- qthermen; 'anid fo 
It: he, ugileG the Bys- bemorehioly then other 
- bur when our ſanctity and fevetity ſhall be 
bf © 5 ja che calling is, then weſball. be called 
ro ;Councels, and { fic.in publick.mestiogs, apd bring 
comfart co private Families, andrulein clean 
of men by a jus relationis, ſuch as was between the 
Roman, EaperPts and che, Senate. , abey courted 
one, angth cr. into power, and-in giviog:/honour 
Any d. to out do cach other :. for from an humble 
he {e man, no.man will ſnatch an imploymens thar 
is honourable; .bur from the proud and om the 
coypuious e man: endeavoy)s tp-vreſt.ir, and 
thinks: jay prize, 
- 0 Yon now gone ; andihereforel cannot 


ces third pat t of. my- tex ;- the reward-of 
Steward po ofthe bad:1 Chall onely men- 


Soni youina ſhort hogwon: — 


Sude. 
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and the revvard of fy viewoud,- Then they. defied 


chide. 1n che Primitive: Ohnirchra Biſhop wizncs 
ver aditiitted to publick penance; not onely beexuſe 
in thenevety critheis ten, tid hetharcould difeent 
apublick ſhame, coulnot diſceriraipablickhdabr, 
nor yet onely' beeaule every ſuch puniſhment was: 
ſcandalous, anddid more evitby theexample ofthe 
crime, thea icconfd dagood by teexfimpleioithe 
puniſhment :i bur! 2ſo becaafeno-pirirual power, 
is higher then the Epifcopal., and: cherefbre they, 
wereto be referred tothe Divine judgment, :welvdls. 
was likely co fall on them very treavily;;': Argued? 
Yeo $ nei : | the Lord will curtheevil Stewards 
alunder : he will ſuffer Schiſms and Divitions to: 
enterjn u pot us,,andthar will fadly'cur ys afundery 


but ch6 evil atfoſhdll faltopon their-per{oo9z; bke' 


the puniſhmene of quartering Traitors,: audi ve” 
Ktiarhits? Tewicy, puntiſhment with the ciicamftan» 
ces' of 'dereſtarion cand/ exemplarity: '* Conlideb 
therefore what is your giear duty; Conſider what? 
isyour'great danger. ' The lines of duty i have al« 
ready;:;deſcrib'd ; : onely remember how dear and: 
mn Souls are to God; 'fince fortheir ſalvation; 

hriſt-gave his bloud, and therefore will not cafilyi 


| looſe there, : whom though they had fin'd againſt 


him,7yet he ſohighly valucd;; remember that You; 
areEhriſts deputies in the care of Souls,and charYow 
tuccced in the place ofthe Apotles.”-: Non eft facil® 
Ul _ ove 


oadendcntheweorkef &: Paul, and the office of ©, 

St: Pere, and what: think. you-upen. this accolnc 
wiltbercequired of Us #,8t-. Ferom expreſſes it thus, 
The wiſdom and skill of a Biſhop ought to be (o 
great; char his countetiance, his geſture, his motion, 
cycrything ſhould be yocal,. xt quicquid «git, -quic» 
quid tuqnitur, dofrina fit ApoStoloran : that. what- 
ever he docs or ſpeaks be doctrine Apoſtolical. The 
Ancient Fathers had a pious @pipion, that beſides 
the Agel guardian which is appointed tothe guard 
of every man; there is to evcty Biſhop a ſccond 
i” appointed to him at the Confecration : and 
torhis Origen alludes, ſaying thatevery iſhoprick 
hath tywo Angels, the one viſibleand- the other in« 
viſible. [This is a great mater and ſheyys what a 
precious cbing that order and, thoſe perſons ajcin 
the eyes of God:;;: but then this allo:mcans, that we 
ſhauldhivei Angelick lives, which the Church rarcly: 
wellexpreſſes by ſaying, :that Epiſcopal dignity is 
NE Akollith Fe arres Loy lpadfes 
theperſons tro:brdbfaradvanciiinholineſs as to be 
-woareaE —— e _ 

aathing ofthelcchings ; becauſc iv may be they! 
prelf co hacdy bus: the vic ſhall make of ;jeupod! 
ocoalron.of the rowardot the good: and bail Stew. 
ad; \tocyinindyou of your great-dangets.; For! 


mos A 


f 
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Fir-be required of Biſhop 5to.be.ſ wiſe and © 
nol prarhtbagact Eros 
ood upts of g- Hithey: 
cor "he the Lord, and are the Husbands-of 
the- Churches; if. they. be:the- Shepheards: :of:he 
feck;: and Stewards of: thehavthauld ;c:it/isrveny! 
fit they conſider their danger, that they-may beeare« 
fal ro do their. daty..' St» Hernard' con{iders itwidl 
jn-his epiſtle ro Hezzy rehbijbop of Sts ; —_— 
in my{Cell; and ſmoaking whder a Bulhely: mot: 
fhining, yer ecannotavoid the breath. of. thewinds 
bur rhar my light ix almoſt:blovwn one; whaewill: 
becorh- of ny Conptaes were: plac&onacantle- 
Rick-and fer upon ahill 2 2 am e9look tomy! felf- 
alon& and provide tor my:awn ſalvation ;. andet 
| offerid:my (elf; :Lam wearyot' my-{clt, 1anymy: 
ovvit ſcandal and my own danger -: tay awimeye,. 
and my own belly, and yon appetite find me 
work enough... and henkive God help chem:vvho 
beloderchom fines arcanſyerable: fox many\ others; 
lack kept the Sheep of .Lubani,) and Wiekdep the 
Shrep ofChtift; and Jacob was to anfver for every: 
Sheep that was ſtoln; andevety larob that veas tern; 
by thewild beaft ;-:afid tochall Wetoe: Uihbyiour: 
fake one-of Chrills: Sheep/psriſh ; and yet tay 
bethere are 100008. Souls: commutted'to the care 


and-onduc.of lomcone Skepheand wei yeu tel y 


SITE #9 ith 
find his own Soul work enough for all his care and 
watchtulneſs;-! .'If any man ſhould defire metro 
carry: aFrigatinto the Indices in which a goo. men. 
veereimbarqued , I vyere a mad man to undertake 
thecharge, vvithoutproportionable skill; and rhere- 
fore-vyhen there is more Yanget,' and more Souls, 
and rougher Seas, and more fecret Rocks, and hor 
rible Storms, and the Shipvvrack is an eternal loſs, 
the matter vvill then require great confiderationin 
theundertakiog, and greateſt care in the condutt. 
Vpon this'account yve find many brave perſons 
' In the firſt and in the middle ages of the Church 
vvith great reſolution refufing/Epiſcopacy., 4 ,vvill 
notſpeak of th6fe vvho for fear of: Martyrdom aes+ 
din'd it : but thoſe vyho for fear.of damnation did 
refuſe. _ S*-:'Bernard was. bythredrich Cities ſeve - 
rally-called to-be:their BÞ+ and by 'rvvo. to be! their, 
ArchsBe- and herefui'd them;;.S* Dominicus reful'd 
four-{ucceſsiyely ;- S*- Thomas: Zquinas. refui'd the 
Archbiſhoptickodf:Naples, and V marntins Ferrevine 
wouſÞnoraccopt af Vileutia_gorierda, and Bera 
nardinus:Senenſes:refat'd the: Eifhopticks of Sens ; 
Onbinand Ferrara:s.. Elroyhadritoalon; and yetit 
thup hat dopeanils in that bffice; fnbithchey: dec! 
chad,rhydbeen fomerhing more excufable; buraf 


theythatſeck ir beascarclets in thooffice axtbey are! 
gttedyof ahehdnouigckat vvil.boſdugdyintolciar 
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evitur in arca, laid 


ble. Elefins Epiſcopus embulat in diſco, recuſans vols 

the Hermit in St» Hierom. T 
By- walks upon round and truadling ſtones, but 
that refuſes it, Rands upon a floor. Burl ſhall ſay no 
more of it, becauſe I ſuppoſe you have read ic and 
conlidered it in Ss Chryſoſtoms ſix books de ſacerdetis, 
in the Apologetie of S* Greg, Naz. in the paſtoral of 
St. Greg. of Rome in S*: Dionyſius's 8% epiſtle to Deme« 
philus, in the Letters of Epiphanius to S&- Hierom, in 
St. Anſtins Epiſtle ro BP- Valerivs, in S*+ Bernards 
life of S* Malachy, in S* Fiieroms 138*h Epiſtle ro 
Fabiala, Theſethings I am ſure you could not read 
without trembling ; and certainly, if it can belong 
to any Chriſtian, then | work out your Salvation 
with fear andtrembling]] that's the Biſhops burden. 
For the Biſhop is like a man that is ſurety for his 
friend ; heis bound for many, and for great ſums, 


what's to be done in this cale ? Solomons anſwer is Prov.6,3,4; 


the way : Do this new, my Son, delirver thy ſelf , 
wake [ure thy friend, girce not ſleep to thine eyes, nor 


- ſlumber to thineeye lids : that is, be ſedulousro diſ- 


charge thy truſt, to perform thy charge; be zealous 
for Souls, and careleſs of money; and remember 
this, that even in Chriſts Family there was one ſad 
example of an Apoſtate Apoſtle ; and he fell inco 
that fearful eftate merely by the defire and greedt- 


"nels of money, Be warm in zealy and-indiffcrent 


G in 


in thy temporalities. For he thatis zealons in tem- 
porals, and cold in the ſpiritual :- he that doth the 
acceſſories of his calling by himſelf, and the princi- 
pal by his Deputics : he thatis preſent ar the feaſt 
of Sheepeſhearing, and puts others to feed the flock, 
hath no ſigne at all upon him of a good Shepheard. 
Te is not fit for us to learve the word of God, and to ſerve 
tables. ſaid the Apoſtles. And if it be aleſs wor. 
thy officeto ſerve the tables even of the poor, ro the 
diminution of our care in the diſpenſation of Gods 
word, it muſt needs be an unworthy imployment 
to leave the word of God, and to attend the rich 
and ſuperfluous furniture of our own Tables. Re- 

; member the qualiry of your charges. (iitas ef}, 

D. Bernard. Vjgilate ad cuſtodiam £9 concordiam : ſponſa eFt, ſtudete 
-— put amari : ores funt, intendite paſtui. The Church is 
ſem, aSpouſe; The univerſal Church is Chriſfts Spoule, 
but your own Dioceſs is yours ; behave your ſelves 

fo, thatye be beloved. Your people arc as ſheep, 

and they muſt be fed and guided and preſerved, and 

healed, and bronght home, The Churchis a City, 

and you are the watch-men, Take care that the Ci- 

ty be kept at Vnity in i ſelf : be ſure co make peace 

amongſt your people, ſuffer no hatreds, no quar- 

rels, no ſuits at Lawy amongſt the Citizens, which 

youcan ayoid : make peace in your Diocefles by all 

the ways of prudence, piety and authority that you 

= * 


can, and let not your own corre&tions of criminals 
be to any purpoſe, but for their amendment, for 
the cure of offenders, as long as there is hope, and 
for the ſecurity of thoſe who are ſound and whole. 
Preach often, and pray continually ; let your diſci- 
pline be with charity, and your cenſures flow : let 
not Excommunications paſs for trifles; and drive 
not away the fly from your brothers forehead with 


a hatchet : give counſel frequently, and difpenſa- 


tions ſeldom, but never without neceſlity or great 
charity. Lerevery plzce in your Diocels ſay, Inye- 
nerunt me igiles, the Watch- men have found me 
out, 7 ſo They that walk the City 
round, havye- ſought me outand found me. Let 
every one of us, (as S*+ Paul's expreflion is,) ſhew 
himſelf a workman, that ſhall not be aſhamed © opera- 
rium inconfuſibilem, mark that, ſuch a labourer as 
ſhall notbe put to ſhame for his il[neſs, or his un- 
skilfulneſs, his falſeneſs and unfaithfulnefs in that 
day when thegreat Biſhop of Souls ſhall make his 
laſt and dreadful vifitation. For be ſure, there is 
not a carkaſe nora skin, not a lock of wool, nor a 
drop of milk of the whole flock, but God ſhall 
forit call cher Idol Shepheard to a ſevere account. 
Andhow; think'yon, - wilt his anger burn, whea 
he ſhall ſeeſo:many Goats ſtanding ar his letr hand, 
and ;fo fevy Sheep at his right? and upon inquiry 
- - G2 ſhall 


_ 


2 Tim, 2; 


ſhall find, that his miniſtering Shepheards, were 
Wolves in Sheeps cloathing, and that by their ill *| * 
example, or pernitious doctrines, their care of mo- 
ney, and careleſneſs of their flocks, ſo many Souls 
riſh : who if they had been carefully and tender. 
l, wiſely and con(cientiouſly handled, might have 
fhin'd as bright as Angels. And tis a ſad conſi- 
deration to remember how many Souls are pitti- 
fully handledin this world, and careleſly diſmiſſed 
out of this world : they are left to live ac their ovwvn 
rate, and when they are (lick. chty are bi.iden to be 
of good comfort, and then all is well : who when 
they are dead, find themſelves cheated of their pre- 
tious and invaluable eterniry. Oh, how will thoſe 
Souls in their eternal priſons for ever curſe thoſe evil 
and falſe guides ! and hovw will thoſe evil guides 
themſclves abide in judgment, when the Angels of 
wrath ſnatch their abuſed people into everlaſting 
torments! For will God bleſs them or pardon 
them, by whom ſo many 5oulsperiſh 2 ſhall chey 
reign with Chriſt, who evacuate the death of 
Chriſt, and make it uſeleſs to dear Soals 2 Shall | 
they partake of Chriſts glories, by whom it comes ©} 
to paſs that there is leſs joy in Heavenit lelf, even 
becauſe ſinners arc not converted, and God is not 
glorifyed, and the people is notinſtrufted, andthe 
Kingdom of God is not filled > Qhnof — 
& i Oo 
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of afalſe Prophet vill fallyponthew, andthe re@ —@ 


vvard of the cvil Stevyard vylll be their portion, 
and they vyho deſtroyed the Sheep, or neglected 
chem, ſhall have their portion yvith Goats for ever 
andeverin everlaſting Cw, in vyhich itis ime 
poſlible for a man to dyvell. ': +665 HO 
Can any thing be beyond this ?, beyand damna- 
tion ? Surely a man would think, not. And yet 
I remember a ſevere ſaying of St: Gregory; Sire d8« 
bent Pr elati, quol tot mertibus:dignt ſunt, quot perdin 
tionis exemp'a ad jublitos extenderynt. - Qne damna- 
tion is not enough for an evil Shephear d ; bur for 
every Soul who dies by his: evil example or pernigi- 
ous careleſneſs, he deſerves; a new. death,, a new 
damnation. Letus therefore.be wiſe and faithful, 
walk. watily, and watch carefully, -and: rule dili- 
gently, and pray. aſſidnouſly,: - For Gogl. is more 
propenſe to rewards, then to puniſhments : and 
the good. Steward that js wile and faithful. in his 
diſpenſation, ſhall be greatly bleſſed.,, But how? 


Hr. ſhall be made ruler over the boaſhold. Whatis 


that? tor heis{oalready. True : but heſball be 
much more : Ex diſpenſatore faciet procuratorem , 


God vvjlltrcat him as loſeph was treated by his Ma- 


| fer, hewasfirſtaSreward, and then a Procwator, 


onethat ruf'4 his goods without account, and with« 
our xeſtraint, . Our miniſtry (hall paſs-into Em- 
Of s G 3 pire, 


- our labour into'1&f;-:our: vratchfulneſs into 
wirion, and'bur Bifhs vick roaKingdom. - Inthe 
mean time ourBifhopricks arc a great and weighty 

care, andin a ſpirittal ſenſe, our dominion is found- 

ed in grace, and our rule is in the hearts of the peo. 

ple, and our ſtrengths are the powers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the weapons of our warfare are ſpiri- 

tual : and the eye of God watches over us curioufly, 

to ſee if we watch over our Flocks by day and by 
night. * AndthoughthePrimirive Church: (as the 
Ecclefiaftick Hiſtories obſerve,) whenthey depoi'd 

a Biſhop from his office, ever conceal'd: his crime, 

and madeno-record of it-: yet remember this, that 

God does,” and will callus tb a fttictand ſevere ac- 
counts Take heed rhat you may. neyer hear that | 
fearful ſentence, 7 was hungry and ye gave me no meat. 

If -you ſuffer Chrifts litdle ones to ftarve,. it will be 
required ſeverely at your hands; And know this , 

that the time' will quickly come, in which God 

fhall ay untorxhee ja'the wordsof the Propher, 
er.13:20;21 Pr bere is the Ploeh-that Wis :07-wen thee; «thy beautiful 
Flock ? * what wilt thou; ſay when be ſhall oiſit thee *.. © 


- God 6f his Hicrcy/ grant uno:us: all to. be fo 
Faithfull info ve; as to convetr: Souls; and'tobe 
fo Bfed and: ſoaffified,i tharwer may give an ac» 
countet oatcharsvs vids joy, zothe glory of God; 
Dock £ I ; | to 
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| to the edification and ſecurity of our Flocks, and © 
” theſalyation of our own Souls, in that day when ; 
the great Shepheard and Biſhop of our Souls ſhall 
come to judgment, even our Lord and Savionr Je- - 
ſus Chriſt, To whom with the Father and: the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, Love and 
Obedience, now and for eyermore, Amen. 
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